
Choose to be a 
Carnal or a 
Spirit-filled 
Christian 

Our Resource 
Sunday Morning, July 6, 2014 

Thesis: 
God's Intention Is For All Christians To Be Spirit Filled. 
 

Introduction: 
A Spirit Filled Life Must Include Three Things: 

� Salvation Through Christ 
� A Desire To Surrender One's Control of Life 
� Persistently Trusting God and Living in Christ 

 

I.   ". . .Be Filled With the Spirit." 
       (Ephesians 5: 15 – 21) 
15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but 
as wise,  
16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 
17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is.  
18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; 
but be filled with the Spirit,  
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord,   
20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God. 
 

Give Over Your Control to the Spirit 
 

A Continual Experience,  
       Not A Once-For-All Experience 
 

Five Characteristics of Being 
       in the Spirit: 
1) Speaking, 2) Singing, 3) Making Melody "Instruments" 
4) Giving Thanks, and 5) Submitting 
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II.  Surrender "Your Life" To the Control of God,  
     The Holy Spirit   (I Samuel 3: 1 – 21) 
1 Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli. 
And the word of the Lord was rare in those days; there 
was no widespread revelation. 
2 And it came to pass at that time, while Eli was lying 
down in his place, and when his eyes had begun to grow 
so dim that he could not see,  
3 and before the lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of 
the Lord where the ark of God was, and while Samuel was 
lying down,  
4 that the Lord called Samuel. And he answered, “Here I am!”  
5 So he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
    And he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” And he 
went and lay down. 
6 Then the Lord called yet again, “Samuel!” 
    So Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” He answered, “I did not call, my son; lie 
down again.”  
7 (Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, nor was the 
word of the Lord yet revealed to him.) 
8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. So he 
arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you did call 
me.”  Then Eli perceived that the Lord had called the boy. 
9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall 
be, if He calls you, that you must say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your 
servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10 Now the Lord came and stood and called as at other 
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
     And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant 
hears.”    (more of passage on next page) 
 

Vs. 10 -  Samuel Acknowledges  the Lord 
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11 Then the Lord said to Samuel: “Behold, I will do 
something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who 
hears it will tingle.   
12 In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have 
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.   
13 For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for 
the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he did not restrain them.  
14 And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or 
offering forever.” 
15 So Samuel lay down until morning, and opened the 
doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel was afraid to 
tell Eli the vision.  
16 Then Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son!” 
He answered, “Here I am.” 
17 And he said, “What is the word that the Lord spoke to 
you? Please do not hide it from me. God do so to you, and 
more also, if you hide anything from me of all the things 
that He said to you.”  
18 Then Samuel told him everything, and hid nothing from 
him. And he said, “It is the Lord. Let Him do what seems 
good to Him.” 
19 So Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him and let 
none of his words fall to the ground.   

 
Vs. 19 - Let None of His Words Fall to the Ground 

 
20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that 
Samuel had been established as a prophet of the Lord.  
21 Then the Lord appeared again in Shiloh. For the Lord 
revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the 
Lord.                                             (I Samuel 3: 1 – 21) 
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III.  Know Your "Resource" (Jesus/The Holy Spirit) 
       and Bear Much Fruit! 
(John 15: 1 – 8) 
1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  
2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes 
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit.  
3 You are already clean because of the word which I have 
spoken to you.  
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in Me. 
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in 
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can 
do nothing.  
6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a 
branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw 
them into the fire, and they are burned.  
7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will 
ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  
8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; 
so you will be My disciples. 
 

If We Live in the Spirit Then We Walk in the Spirit 
 

(Galatians 5: 22 – 25) 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.  
24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires.  
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
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Dr. Bill Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ tells this story of a famous oil 
field called Yates Pool:  
        “During the depression, this field was a sheep ranch 
owned by a man named Yates. Mr. Yates wasn't able to make 
enough on his ranching operation to pay the principal and 
interest on the mortgage, so he was in danger of losing his 
ranch. With little money for clothes or food, his family (like 
many others) had to live on a government subsidy. Day after 
day, as he grazed his sheep over those rolling West Texas 
hills, he was no doubt greatly troubled about how he would pay 
his bills. Then a seismographic crew from an oil company 
came into the area and told him there might be oil on his land. 
They asked permission to drill a wildcat well. He gave his 
consent, and he signed a lease contract. At 1,115 feet, they 
struck a huge oil reserve.  
      The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. Many 
subsequent wells were more than twice as large. In fact, 30 
years after the discovery, a government test of one of the wells 
showed it still had the potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil a 
day. Can you imagine a millionaire living in poverty?  
     The day he bought the land, he had received the rights to 
the oil and mineral on that land. Jesus is the Solid Rock; in Him 
is an endless reservoir of grace and provisions. The day you 
gave your heart to the Lord, you received the access code to 
explore the endless riches in Christ Jesus and when you stand 
on Christ, the Solid Rock, you invariably have access to all that 
is available through Him.  
       When we follow Christ, we become joint heirs to the Kingdom of 
God along with Him. Mr. Yates lived on relief supplies even though 
he could hand out the same to others in need. Unfortunately, many 
of us are under-utilizing God's resources that are at our disposal, 
but the truth is, how do you utilize the resources for which you are 
ignorant? There is so much we can become in and through God 
that we have not even realized. He has made all provision for 
you, and all you have to do is to discover the Source for the 
resources you seek. When you find the Source, the resource 
will never be exhausted. This is the secret of a life of 
abundance in Christ Jesus. 
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But the average Christian does not understand how to draw 
upon the resurrection resources of Christ by faith. As a result, 
the worldly believer lives in spiritual poverty, not knowing or 
experiencing his great riches and resources which are his 
heritage in Christ.  Bill Bright told another story: 
 

An old Scottish woman lived in the most impoverished 
conditions in her hometown. Years before, her son had 
immigrated to America. There he had become a very 
successful businessman but had never found time to return 
home to visit his mother. 
 

One day a friend sat talking with the old lady in her sparsely 
furnished cottage. 
 

"Doesn't your son ever send you money to help with your 
needs?" she inquired. 
 

"No," the woman shook her head sadly. "He does write me 
nice letters, though. And he sends me the most interesting 
pictures!" 
 

The listener was annoyed, realizing that the son was quite 
wealthy. But instead of speaking her mind, she simply said, 
"May I see the pictures?" 
 

The aged mother proudly brought them out of a drawer. To her 
visitor's amazement, they were not pictures at all. They were 
valuable bank notes from America amounting to thousands of 
dollars. For decades, the Scottish mother had been needlessly 
living in poverty. The problem? She did not know the value of 
those "interesting pictures." She owned the bank notes, but 
she did not possess them. 
 
Conclusion: 
(John 14:21) 
      He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is 
he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by 
My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” 
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Invitation & Lord’s Supper  (Matthew 26: 26 – 29) 
26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; 

this is My body.” 
27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.28 For this is My 
blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 

remission of sins. 29 But I say to you, I will not drink of this 
fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it 

new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 
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