The “Catch”!
Sunday Morning, February 15, 2015

Thesis:
The Local Church Must Know Her Calling,
His Power and His Purpose

Introduction:
As Fishermen, They Were Called By Jesus to "Fish"!
(Ancient Fishing Boat in Yigal Allen Museum - 1986)

@Called and Caught

(John 1: 35 - 51)
35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his
disciples.
36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said,
“Behold the Lamb of God!”
37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they
followed Jesus.
38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said
to them, “What do you seek?”
They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, when
translated, Teacher), “where are You staying?”
39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and
saw where He was staying, and remained with Him
that day (now it was about the tenth hour).
40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed
Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated,
the Christ). More of Passage on Next Page
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42 And he brought him to Jesus.

Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, “You are
Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas”
(which is translated, A Stone).

43 The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee,
and He found Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.”

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter.

45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have
found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the
prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.”

46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said
of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no
deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called
you, when you were under the fig tree, | saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because | said to
you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,” do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.” 51 And He said to
him, “Most assuredly, | say to you, hereafter you shall
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man.”



(Matthew 4: 18 — 22)
18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea,; for they were fishermen.
19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and | will make
you fishers of men.”
20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him.
21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers,
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in
the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets.
He called them,
22 and immediately they left the boat and their father,
and followed Him.

Apostles, Preachers, Deacons, Teachers, Laymen

5 But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we
have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless
at Your word | will let down the net.”

6 And when they had done this, they caught a great
number of fish, and their net was breaking.

7 So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to
come and help them. And they came and filled both
the boats, so that they began to sink.

How did God catch your attention to follow Him?

@ Catching Fish Through Christ
(Luke 5:1-7)
1 So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to
hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of
Gennesaret,
2 and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the
fishermen had gone from them and were washing their
nets.
3 Then He got into one of the boats, which was
Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land.
And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the
boat.
4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon,
“Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a
catch.” More of Passage on Next Page
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Boats = Local Church Assemblies

On Shore = InActive About God's Real Work

Net Mending = Programming Without Christ's Power

In Water = Empowerd and Fruitful By Christ's Power
Verse 5 - Faith in His Word

The Church Must Seek His Power and His Presence
To Do His Work ... A Lifetime Endeavor!

Jesus must be in the boat (Church) to be
fishers of Men!




@ Once Caught...Catch Fish

(Luke 5: 8 — 11)
8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for | am a sinful man,
O Lord!
9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at
the catch of fish which they had taken;
10 and so also were James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus
said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will
catch men.”
11 So when they had brought their boats to land, they
forsook all and followed Him.

Recognizing Who We Are
and Recognizing Who Christ Is

Has being caught by Christ motivated you
to catch fish?

Conclusion:
T Called and Caught
7 Catching Fish Through Christ
7T Once Caught...Catch Fish




