
The D3 Factor 
Sunday Morning, June 22, 2014 

 
Thesis: 
(I Peter 3:15 - NKJV) 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always 
be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you 
a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness 
and fear; 
 
(I Peter 3:15 - HCSB)  VBS Memory Verse 
But honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts. Always 
be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for the hope that is in you. 
 
Introduction: 

D3 – Discover, Decide, Defend 
How did you discover Christ? 

What made you decide to receive Christ? 
Do you defend your faith in Christ? 

 
I.  How Did This "D3" Factor Effect 
    John the Baptist? 

Birth/Life of John the Baptist Foretold 
(Luke 1: 13 – 17) 
13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John.   

(more of passage on next page) 
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14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth.   
15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and 
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb.  
16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the 
Lord their God.  
17 He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of 
Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord 
 

Mary & Elizabeth and the "Babe" (John) 
Rejoiced about Jesus! 

(Luke 1: 39 – 41) 
39 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill 
country with haste, to a city of Judah,  
40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted 
Elizabeth.  
41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting 
of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.  
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The Apostle John Testifies About John the Baptist 
(John 1: 6 – 13) 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John.  
7 This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all through him might believe.  
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness 
of that Light.  
9 That was the true Light which gives light to every 
man coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made 
through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive 
Him.  
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, to those who believe 
in His name:       
13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 

John the Baptist Preaches and Baptizes Jesus! 
(Matthew 3: 1 – 17) 
1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea,  
2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand!”  
3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah, saying: “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His 
paths straight.’”   (More of passage on next page) 
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4 Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts 
and wild honey.  
5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around 
the Jordan went out to him  
6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, 
“Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 
8 Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,  
9 and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is 
able to raise up children to Abraham from these 
stones.  
10 And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. 
Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.  
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, 
but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will 
thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His 
wheat into the barn; but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 
Jordan to be baptized by him.  

(More of passage on next paper) 
 
                                                 4                               
 



14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by You, and are You coming to me?” 
15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to 
be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 
16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up 
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens 
were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove & alighting upon Him.  
17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  
 

John the Baptist Testifies About Jesus! 
(John 1: 19 – 34) 
19 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” 
20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I 
am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 
22 Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may 
give an answer to those who sent us? What do you 
say about yourself?” 
23 He said: “I am 
‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
“Make straight the way of the Lord,”’ 
as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

(More of passage on next page) 
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24 Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees.  
25 And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you 
baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 
26 John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, 
but there stands One among you whom you do not 
know.  
27 It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before 
me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.” 
28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond the 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world!  
30 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man 
who is preferred before me, for He was before me.’  
31 I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed 
to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.” 
32 And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained 
upon Him.  
33 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize 
with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  
34 And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of 
God.” 
 
 
 
 
                                               6                         
 



� How Did You DiscoverChrist? 
� What Made You Decide to Receive Christ? 
� Do You Defend Your Faith in Christ? 
� Have You Received Christ into Your Heart? 

 
Remember: 
(I Peter 3:15 - NKJV) 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always 
be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you 
a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness 
and fear; 
 
(I Peter 3:15 - HCSB)  VBS Memory Verse 
But honor the Messiah as Lord in your hearts. Always 
be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for 
a reason for the hope that is in you. 
 
Conclusion: 
During this week of VBS we helped kids & youth 
discover that Jesus is God’s Son and to encourage 
them to decide to trust Jesus as their Savior. (5 kids & 
1 youth received Christ!) 
 
We also wanted to help those who are already Jesus’ 
disciples to be able to explain to their friends why they 
trust Jesus and follow His teachings. 
 
To what extent does your life reflect the lordship of 
Christ? Do others recognize you as one of Jesus’ 
disciples? Has anyone ever asked you why you trust 
Jesus? 
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When people ask you why you trust Jesus. What do 
you tell them? Can you do as John the Baptist did and 
boldly explain why you follow Jesus?  
 
How could you be better prepared to defend your faith 
and to tell others the “reason for the hope that is in 
you?” 
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