
Whatever the Cost…Follow Jesus! 
Sunday Morning, March 2, 2014 

Thesis:  Whatever the Cost...Follow Jesus! 
 

Introduction: 
"Jesus was never interested in having fans. When he defines 
what kind of relationship he wants, "Enthusiastic Admirer" isn’t 
an option. My concern is that many of our churches in America 
have gone from being sanctuaries to becoming stadiums. And 
every week all the fans come to the stadium where they cheer 
for Jesus but have no interest in truly following him. The biggest 
threat to the church today is fans who call themselves Christians 
but aren’t actually interested in following Christ. They want to be 
close enough to Jesus to get all the benefits, but not so close 
that it requires anything from them."       Kyle Idleman "Not a Fan" p. 25 

And/Or 
The Tavern People 

One Sunday evening, William Booth was walking in London with 
his son, Bramwell, who was then 12 or 13 years old. The father 
surprised the son by taking him to a tavern! The place was 
crowded with men and women.  
 

Some of them were drunk. Some of them were loud. And the air 
was filled with the smell of alcohol and tobacco.  
 

And Bramwell said to his dad, "Can we go now? Why did you 
even bring me in here?" 
 

And General Booth said, "Son, these are our people; these are 
the ones I want you to love. These are the people I want you to 
live for. These are the people I want you to bring to Christ." 
 

Years later, Bramwell wrote, "That was a lesson I never forgot." 
 
Jesus wants everyone to follow Him.  His disciples weren't the 
people one would expect to follow a Rabbi either.  He calls out 
to everyone to follow in His steps.  He has called each of us and 
we are expected to go wherever He leads us.  Even in to the 
Tavern. 
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I.  They Immediately Followed Him! 
    (Matthew 4: 18 – 20) 
18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, 
Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea; for they were fishermen.   
19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 
20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 
 
(Mark 1: 16 – 20) 
16 And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and 
Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen.  
17 Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men.”  
18 They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 
19 When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the 
boat mending their nets.   
20 And immediately He called them, and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.   
    
II.  Follow and Be Worthy 
    (Matthew 10: 34 – 39) 
34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not 
come to bring peace but a sword.  
35 For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law’;  
36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’ 37 
He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me.  
38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is 
not worthy of Me.  
39 He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for 
My sake will find it.      
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(Matthew 19: 16 – 22)   Young Rich Man 
16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, 
what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is 
good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, 
keep the commandments.” 
18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” 
Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit 
adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’  
19 ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 
20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept 
from my youth. What do I still lack?” 
21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me.” 
22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
 
III.  Truely Follow, Truely Endure 
       (II Thessalonians 3:13) 
   But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. 
     

(I Peter 3: 13 – 17) 
13 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of 
what is good?  
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are 
blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.”  
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for 
the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  
16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as 
evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be 
ashamed.  
17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good 
than for doing evil.   
 

Conclusion:   Whatever the Cost...     Follow Jesus      
 

  
  
 
 
 


