
Wholly Follow 
Sunday Morning, September 7, 2014 

 
Thesis: 
God's desire is to be glorified; So as God's people, 
the church today...Will we bring God Glory by wholly  
following Him?! 
 
Introduction: 
Fill the Jar Illustration 
(Fill the jar all the way with marbles, flour, water) 
 

Fill Your Life, Your Church, Your Community 
and the World With God's Glory 

 
I.   God's Will or Desire is That the Earth is Filled With 
    His Glory! 
(II Peter 3:13) 
     Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells.  
 

(Habakkuk 2:14) 
      For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.  
 

(Revelation 21:3) 
   And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be 
with them and be their God.    
 

      Our goal is to bring glory to God, however and 
wherever we can. 
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II.   Will We Accept God's Will or Desire as  
      His People? 
(Numbers 14: 1 – 24) 
1 So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, 
and the people wept that night.     
2 And all the children of Israel complained against Moses 
and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If 
only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had 
died in this wilderness!  
3 Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the 
sword, that our wives and children should become 
victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?”    
4 So they said to one another, “Let us select a leader and 
return to Egypt.” 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the 
assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. 
6 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out 
the land, tore their clothes;  
7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, saying: “The land we passed through to spy out is 
an exceedingly good land.  
8 If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this 
land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and 
honey.’  
9 Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people 
of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has 
departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear 
them.” 
10 And all the congregation said to stone them with 
stones. Now the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel. 

(More of Passage on next page) 
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11 Then the Lord said to Moses: “How long will these 
people reject Me? And how long will they not believe Me, 
with all the signs which I have performed among them?   
12 I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit 
them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier 
than they.” 
13 And Moses said to the Lord: “Then the Egyptians will 
hear it, for by Your might You brought these people up 
from among them,  
14 and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. They 
have heard that You, Lord, are among these people;  
that You, Lord, are seen face to face and Your cloud 
stands above them, and You go before them in a pillar of 
cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.  
15 Now if You kill these people as one man, then the 
nations which have heard of Your fame will speak, saying,  
16 ‘Because the Lord was not able to bring this people to 
the land which He swore to give them, therefore He killed 
them in the wilderness.’  
17 And now, I pray, let the power of my Lord be great, just 
as You have spoken, saying, 18 ‘The Lord is longsuffering 
and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 
third & fourth generation.’  
19 Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray, according to 
the greatness of Your mercy, just as You have forgiven 
this people, from Egypt even until now.” 
20 Then the Lord said: “I have pardoned, according to 
your word;  
21 but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord—  
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22 because all these men who have seen My glory and 
the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and 
have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not 
heeded My voice,   
23 they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to 
their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see 
it.  
24 But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit 
in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land 
where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it.               
 

1 to 2 Million People Exited Egypt 
 

Approximately 50,000 Men Were Able to 
Go to War at that time 

(based on various scriptures) 
 

Only two men out of that entire mass of people 
20 years old and up were able to enter the Promised 

Land:  Joshua and Caleb 
 

Why? 
 
(Deuteronomy 1:36) 
...except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and 
to him and his children I am giving the land on which he 
walked, because he wholly followed the Lord.’ 
 

Why? 
Because They Wholly Followed The Lord 

 
     As God's People Choose to Wholly (i.e., completely 
and committedly) to follow The Lord.  
  
 



III.   The Church Faces the Same Dangers Today! 
        (I Corinthians 10: 1 – 11) 
1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware 
that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed 
through the sea,  
2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 
3 all ate the same spiritual food,  
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.  
5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for 
their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent 
that we should not lust after evil things as they also 
lusted.  
7 And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As 
it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and 
rose up to play.”  
8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them 
did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell;  
9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
and were destroyed by serpents;  
10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, and 
were destroyed by the destroyer.  
11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, 
and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come. 

God's People Disqualified and Disciplined 
For Not Accepting God's Will or Desire 

 

     Make sure as Christians that our identity is known  
as those who don't play around or test (temp) God, lest 
we miss God's purpose. 
 

God's desire is to be glorified; 
So as God's people, the church today... 

Will we bring God Glory by wholly following Him?! 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 


